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About the Service

• Set up in 2006 

• Evolution of publishing habits anticipated

• Credibility of the Document Repository Infoscience

http://Infoscience.epfl.ch

Inform and reassure individuals about publishing 
choices in an increasingly complex context

http://Infoscience.epfl.ch/
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Infoscience

A successful repository developed with 
CDSInvenio of the CERN

32’000 documents   148 laboratories
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Institutions Involved

Institution Know-
how

Service 
to users

Role

PPUR X Advice, FAQs

UNIL X Database

InfoScience 
(EPFL Central Library)

X Technical support and 
repository hosting

PPUR = Presses polytechniques et universitaires romandes

UNIL = Univeristé de Lausanne



5
Copyright Support at the EPFL 8 March 2007

A look inside…
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An example
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A look inside (2)
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Open Access

Initial Expectations Observations

Database of theses

Parallel channel for scientific 
communication

Strong interest in open access

Big success for theses (673 / 3800)

Institutional ties can be rather weak

Most questions revolved around 
“traditional” copyright issues

Should I sign this contract?

Can I reuse this published material in my thesis?

Can I put a PDF version of my article on a hidden website? 
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Context of growing complexity

Commercial Publishers

Society Journals

Hybrid models (author pay)

PLoS-like open access

Reposition of pre-print
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Central issue of copyright  overlooked

Impact = Citations

Factors in the decision:

Conservatism

Career evaluation

Network strength

Institutional rules and ties

Grant authority regulations

Cost to project

Etc…
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Golden Rules

(1) Learn the basics;

(2) Prepare a plan as early in the process as possible;

(3) If in doubt, ask.

Extract from: Authorization for the electronic publication of a doctoral thesis
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Conclusions / Future ideas

(1) The replies are based as much on good sense as on legal 
interpretation;

(2) Service little used but highly appreciated;

(3) Very few questions posed in the spirit of open access;

(4) The service is well hidden inside Infoscience, and a more pro-active 
approach is required;

(5) As publishing channels develop and evolve, copyright awareness 
should improve;  

(6) As much as possible, the relevant information should be “built into”
the InfoScience framework.


